Shri G. Ramachandran's work at
Gandhigram is a monument ofhis love of learning,
interest in rural development and intense
patriotism. | hope that he may live for many years
and make greater contribution to the progress of
our country.

Dr. S. RADHAKRISHNAN
(Former President of India)
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Preface :

G. RAMACHANDRAN
- a life in nonviolence:

How does one describe ‘Desikothama’ Dr. G.
Ramachandran? A student of Nobel laureate poet Tagore?
A close disciple of Gandhi? A freedom fighter for India’s
independence? An early Harijan Sevak Sangh leader who
fiercely fought for social justice? A cabinet minister in the
first cabinet in Travancore soon after India became free? It
is hard even for a devoted biographer to remember the
innumerable posts held by this legendary social reformer
in the post-independent India, - : '

His life was a veritable profile in courage, creative
leadership and innovation without compromising on the
essentials, There was a distinct “G.R stamp” of originality
on almost everything associated with him, ;

All human beings are endowed with the ability to

inspire others and initiate activities, which in a sense, lie at
the bottom of human survival and progress. The difference

is in the measure of ‘what is called being unique. Thou gh

we are made to believe that all are born equal, all are not
equal biologically, temperamentally, intellectually etc. The
Himalayas and the oceans reflect the human predicament.
All forms of life are believed to be the manifestation of the
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divine. Some are capable of developing the f'lllll pot(?ntials
which make them distinct or great in comparison vpth_the
others. Itis generally believed tobe a questign of motwaiflon.
The great ones always motivated and inspired generations
of men and women who succeeded them and this in essence
explains the secret of human continuity and survival. This
awareness leads me to reflect on the inspiring life of ‘G.R
Mama’, as he was admiringly addressed.

' The' highlights of his amazingly active life would take

anyone by surprise.

Young Ramachandran joined the Non-co-operation
Movement under Gandhiji in 1921 as a student who left
College. He was one of the earliest students who joined the
Viswa Bharathi University which was just then started by
Poet Rabindranath Tagore. Graduating with honours from
the Visva Bharathi in 1925, he went straight to Gandhiji at
the Satyagraha Ashram in Sabarmathi and placed his hfe
at the disposal of the Master for the service of India. Gandhiji
kept him as a member of his own family for one year and
took personal interest in giving him necessary training. From
then on till Gandhiji’s death in 1948, Shri Ramachandran
became a willing instrument in the Mahatma’s hands for
varying programmes of national service

For five years he worked under the All India Spinners’
Association. Then Shri C. Rajagopalachari took him up as
the Manager of the Gandhi Ashram at Tiruchengode where
he put in more than three years of service. Then when the
Harijan Sevak Sangh was started, Gandhiji sent him as the
Provincial Secretary, first to Tamilnad and then to Kerala. It
was at this time that he played a conspicuous part in the
Travancore Temple Entry Movement which resulted in the
Temple Entry Proclamation in the State. Then came the Salt
Satyagraha Movement when he joined Rajaji in the Salt

Satyagraha battle in Vedaranyam and was elected the fourth
leader of the campaign. Then followed during the next few
years two long terms of imprisonment When Gandhiji
started the Hindustani Talimi Sangh for the promotion of
Basic Education, he recalled Shri Ramachandran to

Sevagram where he became the Assistant Secretary of the .

Sangh. During the next three years he pioneered with Basic
Education in Tamilnad, Andhra and Mysore. It was at this
time that the Haripura Session of the Indian National
Congress took place and the Session was followed by big
movements, for freedom in the Indian. States, Gandhiji then
commissioned Shri Ramachandran to take up the work in
Travancore., The Travancore State Congress which
conducted a sustained and hard struggle, had in Shri
Ramachandran one of its outstanding leaders who
constantly kept the link between Gandhiji and the
movement. In this connection he was imprisoned three times.
He was a prisoner when the Quit-India Movemerit burst
upon the country and Shri Ramachandran was immediately
detained in prison, after the completion of his prior term of
imprisonment. Coming out of prison some time later he was
drawn once again into constructive work.

Then came Indian Independence and Dr.
Ramachandran was elected to the Travancore Legislative
Assembly, and became a member of the first Travancore
Congress Cabinet headed by Shri Pattom Thanu Pillai. This
Cabinet resigned some time later and Shri Ramachandran

was called back to Wardha again to become the General .

Secretary of the All India Village Industries Association in
which capacity he served another three years. It was at this
period that along with his gifted and dedicated wife Dr.’
(Mrs) Soundram Ramachandran, Gandhigram was
founded. The growth of Gandhigram was symbolic of the
growth of India under the sunshine of national



independence. It is today perhaps the biggest Gandhian
institution in India. There is hardly any Constructive work
in India in which Shri Ramachandran has not participated
and which he has not strengthened. Well-known books he
has written are(1) The Man-Gandhi (2) A sheaf of Gandhian
Anecdotes (3) Glimpses of the Indian Renaissance (4) Gmn‘ma Se:oa
-step by step (5) Higher values of Life (6) Adventuring with Life.

As a colleague of Ramachandranji for over three
decades I am at a loss to mention what precise impact he
has left on me. I Joined him as a young lecturer in 1968 in
the Gandhigram Rural Institute in whose founding and
developing he played a great role. The Gandhigram Rural
Institute popularly known as ‘GRI’ was described in official
circles as G. Ramachandran Institute, a great experiment in
higher education, was the living symbol of the Gan_dhian
pattern of education in all aspects. As the Honorary Director
of this fascinating experiment which provided the students,
besides academic inputs, rich insights into the realities of
village India outside the campus. In every respect Gurudev

Tagore's Shantiniketan and Gandhiji's Sabarmati Ashram

found eloquent reflections in the educational, cultural and
extension life of the Gandhigram community. The manner
in which the programmes were structured and the life
regulated in the campus, gave an impression that onl)_r a
master can conceive and implement such programmes with
astounding success.

As days went by, Ramachandranji took me into
confidence and I remember with accuracy when one day
after the evening prayer he took me in his car to his home
and asked me in his characteristic manner if I could take up
a challenging job besides my teaching work.When I hesitated
in replying, looking at my face he asked, ‘Are you thinkm.g
that I am taking you to a slaughter house? The question is
simple, can you help me in my Shanti Sena as Asst. Chief
Organiser?’ :

He put into my hand a copy of the book Shanti Sena by
Vinoba Bhave and asked me to see him after reading it next
week. That day was really a turning point in my life. From
matters connected with Shanti Sena our association spread
to many larger areas and there were occasions when he
entrusted to me higher responsibilities and when I looked
back it might be difficult to fathom the extent of his influence
on me and what I could see about myself, could be as well
said about his influence on several colleagues.

Without any doubt 1 could say that he influenced a
generation of Gandhian workers, educators, political
leaders, administrators, policy planners and young men and
women and the credit of interpreting Gandhi in the post-

~ Gandhian period through education and constructive work

goes to him. If Jawaharal Nehru was the political heir of
Gandhi,Vinobaji the spiritual heir and Jayaprakash
Narayan a bridge between Gandhian and the post-
Gandhian era. Ramachandranji was the one, who
dynamically interpreted the holistic vision of Gandhi and
the role of education in it, S

Ramachandranji used to say that besides his mother
and wife, Shanti Sena was his greatest love. The way he
nourished the Gandhian concept of Shanti Sena and gave it
a shape and life within the totality of the Gandhian
paradigm of development, speaks volumes of his conviction
that unless and until the youth are brought into the centre
of all our efforts, we would miss the bus as a nation.

The great importance he attached to the activities of
the All India. Khadi and Village Industries Commission
when he was its Chairman, the brave strides that he was
able to make as the founder-Vice-Chancellor of the
Gandhigram Rural Institute, which had grown into a
deemed university under his love and care, the elaborate

xi




women'’s development programmes he launched at the
Madhavi Mandiram Lokseva Trust after his retirement from
Gandhigram, the pioneering role he had played in
organising the activities of the premier Gandhian
institutions in this country such as Gandhi Smarak Nidhi
and Gandhi Peace Foundation, all reflect his undying
courage and leadership qualities. It is but natural that such
a one would have been one of the chosen instruments of the
Almighty.

One of the most gratifying things that some of the
colleagues and admirers of Ramachandranji were able to
do after his passing away is to constitute a national
committee under the Chairmanship of former President of
India Dr. K.R. Narayanan to plan and execute appropriate
programmes to perpetuate the memory of Ramachandranji.
The committee met several times and gave concrete shape to
several programmes and some of the programmes were
already implemented. One significant step that will go a
long way in promoting the youth leadership activities is the
establishment of Ramachandran-Tkeda Award to foster
youth leadership. '

Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, the President of Soka Gakkai
International, which has been promoting Gandhian ideals
throughout the world through the networking of institutions
of education, culture and social work all over the world,
has been a great friend and admirer of Ramachandranji.
‘Both Ramachandranji and President Ikeda share similar
views about the role of youth in human survival.

Another significant G. Ramachandran-related
development is the manner in which the distinguished Prof.
Glenn D. Paige, founder Chairman of Centre of Global
Nonviolence at Hawaii, carries forward his crusade to usher
in a Nonkilling Society through the adoption of Nonkilling

i

Global Political Science. Professor Paige acknowledges his
profound admiration of Ramachandranji and believes his
meetings and discussions with ‘G.R’ as turning points both
in his life and in the formulation of his approaches to Gandhi
and Nonviolence. ;

‘G.R Mama’, as he was affectionately addressed by
his colleagues and admirers, continues to be a great source
of inspiration. His great life and the innumerable institutions
he founded or associated with are eloquent expressions of
his total commitment to the welfare of fellow-men and
women. Hehad no regrets. All through he was‘Adventuring
with Life’. His was a Great Life and verily it was a spring-
board of everlasting inspiration and joy. ' B

Neelakantom,

~ N. Rédhakrishnan
20.09.2004. : L




INTRODUCTION

The present volume, first in a series of twenty four

‘books to be published during a period of twelve months

from October 2004, contains brief but intimate assessments
of the personality, work and contribution of Desikothama
Dr.G. Ramachandran, affectionately addressed as ‘Mama’
by his admirers and friends. This has two sections-first
assessments by a few of some of the closest colleagues of
‘G.R.” while the second section contains messages from
world leaders and national leaders on GR's work and
personality.

Speaking about Gandhi's desu'e to live up to 125 years,
Ramachandraji once humorously said he wanted to live
only a hundred years. But after a pause he qualified it and
said that, he did not want to defy the law of nature and the
only prayer he would have was let it come gracefully. His
saintly mother passed away at 99.

It was joy, all through, to work with him, though it
was always difficult for any of his colleagues to catch up
with his speed, punctuality, perfection and accuracy. He
imbibed several quanlities from his parents, Gandhi and
Tagore. His saintly mother taught him values of compassion
and love while his strict disciplinarian father taught him
the lessons of nobility. Tagore’s poetry, beauty and liberal
views on education and life shaped his perception of life in
general while Gandhi remained a perpetual beacon and
guiding presence.




"~ Was G. R a Tagorean or Gandhian? Several of G.R’s
friends and admirers often asked this question. There were
many who took the position that he was more of a Tagorean
than a Gandhian, while the number of those who argued
that he was out and out a Gandhian, was no less small.
There was much truth in both the positions. Our position is

 that he was both. Above all this, he was G, Ramanchandran
and he was a genius who was not a shadow of anybody.
He was, no doubt, influenced by many persons-small and
great. There was a distinct "G.R. stamp” on almost
everything he did. He led a creative resurgence in the nature

of activities of all the instructions he founded or associated

with. The large number of admirers and colleagues and
those who knew him cherish his leadership qualities or
human touch he infused in to the working of Gandhian
institutions all over India. Internationally also he had a
large number of friends and admirers. Martin Luther King
(Jr.) Khrushchev and Chou-En-lai and Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan areonly a few of who admired G.R. for his contribution
to world peace.

~ All though his life, he influenced and inspired people
around him, particularly and encouraged a vast number of
people in different places elsewhere. He left a rich legacy
which will continue to guide and inspire generation of
constructive workers .

- The birth centena:y of such aone as ‘G.R. Mama’
whose memory is a perennial source of inspiration to most
of us who also were privileged to associate ourselves with

- this man of destiny, should be occasions to rededicate
ourselves to the ideals he cherished. These centenary
volumes are our humble tribute to the memory of this great

‘man. We hope readers will find these volumes useful.

N. Radhaknshnan Mythili

8 October 2004

Cxvi

THE GOLDEN BRIDGE BETWEEN
SHANTINIKETAN AND SABARMATI

N. RADHAKRISHNAN

To have worked with Gandhi and Tagore, and
to have been guided by them during the
formative period of one’s life, that too at a time when
the country was undergoing cataclysmic changes
following the Nationalist Movement, and later to
have worked in close contact with Nehru and Rajaji,
is a rare privilege which very few Indians can
imagine now. Dr. G. Ramachandran who has now
become a legend has had this singular privilege of
associating himself with almost all the Makers of
Modern India. The vital role he played in rural
reconstruction and Gandhian education is part of
modern Indian history. A study of this multifaceted
personality, who at a very young age fearlessly
responded to the call of freedom and who without
looking back went forward with uncommon
courage, dedication and honesty to work for the
cause of rural development and rural higher
education for over six decades would reveal



Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran _

extremely interesting facets of a very courageous and
daring man who had a penchant for going off the
beaten track. His life is a study in courage in every
sense.

Leaving college to take part in the Non-co-
operation movement under Gandhi in 1921, he went
away from his home town Neyyattinkara, at that
time a sleepy village near Trivandrum' to
Viswabharati in Shantiniketan to study under poet
Tagore. After graduating from the Viswabharati, he
went to Gandhi's Satyagraha Ashram in Sabarmati
near Ahmedabad and that was a turning point in
the development of the personality of young
Rarnachandran. Gandhi bestowed special attention
on him and gave him hard training, offering him
important items of work and taking the young
disciple with him during many of his important

journeys and also assigning important work

connected with the various programmes in the
armory of the Gandhian revolution. Gandhi wanted
Ramachandran to be familiar with as many items
of work of the Gandhian Constructive Programmes
as possible. Ramachandran’s association with the
All-India Village Industries Association and the
Harijan Sevak Sangh was part of his training under
Gandhi. He was ‘Appu to those in his home and
‘G.R’, among his colleagues and others.

What G.R said about Constructive Programme
reveals his mind on this important contribution of
Gandhi:

Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

The Constructive Programme may not be a perfect
one. It may have to be amended here and there
and readopted to new situations. But it is
unassailable at the point where its foundation is
laid at the center of the picture of National
Reconstruction. Itis not without significance that
the Five Year Plan itself had to be drawn a little
close to the Constructive Programme in its final
shape than it was originally.

Ideals and methods are blood relations. The ideals
of Rural Reconstruction, which we have now

defined as National Reconstruction inevitably,

bring in certain methods of so fundamental as
this one. We need the maximum of employment
for the maximum number of people. This means
the widest possible spread-over of employment,
instead of concentration of employment at certain
points. The Constructive Programme therefore
emphasizes decentralization of production and
distribution. That is why Khadi and Village
Industries are of the utmost importance.
Decentralization and self-sufficiency is
impossible. What is however possible in
decentralization without self-sufficiency covera
very wide, vital and challenging area.
Constructive Workers therefore still cling
tenaciously to Khadi, Village Industries and Basic
Education. These do find a place in the Five Year
Plan. But these are not centralin it. We have here
thus the agreement and the difference between

‘the Gandhian Plan and the Five Year Plan.




Dear ’Mamé’ G. Ramachandran

Dr. G. Ramachandran acknowledged Mahatma
Gandhi as his master and there is clear evidence to
show that Gandhi bestowed on G.R even from the
earlier days of their acquaintance great affection and
attention. The young Ramachandran was greatly
influenced by poet Rabindranath Tagore. Those who
knew G.R from close quarters are aware of the extent
to which G.R was influenced by Tagore. He was in
every sense of the term a great confluence of Gurudev
Tagore and the Mahatma. It is not easy for any
commentator or scholar to delimit and say that
Gurudev Tagor’s influences on G.R are on such and
such aspects and that of the Mahatma is in some
other. And probably the better way to look at this
very important and complex aspect is to realise the
fact that G.R from his younger days displayed a kind
of individuality that revealed penetrating
farsightedness and resisted any blind acceptance of
anything that he came into contact. He had his own
‘approach to everything that he did. Yet it cannot be
denied that it was Tagore who influenced him at
the most impressionistic period of his life as a student
in Shantiniketan. G.R. wrote:

My faith and my Certainty received inspiration
and added strength from my Great Guru in
Shantiniketan, poet Rabindranath Tagore. What
I derived from him enriched and widened my
intellectual and cultural vision. Apart from his
greatness as a poet and philosopher he was the
first great Internationalist of the Indian
Renaissance. His central message was the unity
of mankind to be achieved through cultural inter-

4

Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran ———

course. That was why, he created Viswabharati
University. He wanted the world to meet together
for cultural contacts and understanding. He too
believed in the certainty that man would .
ultimately redeem himself. Mahatma Gandhi and
poet Rabindranath Tagore jointly symbolized the
vitality of the soul of India and her undefeatable
hope for the future. I was doubly blessed that I
was a student of Viswabharati when Gurudev
was in the full glory of his health sadhana.

Shatiniketan in those days was a heaven of
individual freedom and it fostered liberal thinking
and Tagore’s ambition was to provide a type of
education which will infuse not only courage and
conviction in the students that will arm them with
inner strength which often stems only from the
Upanishadic ideal of beauty and every learner is a
transformed and inspired agent in the divine
dispensation. G.R talking about Gandhi’s influence
on his life said, “Gandhi entered into my life like a
gentle and creative hurricane uprooting several
incoherent ideas and replacing them with the visions
of a healthy tomorrow for which he himself again,
provided the guidance”. :

~ Tagore, the great internationalist who dreamt
of a new world was trying to create through
education a new generation of learners who will -
stand up without fear or favour and fight for what
they considered just and right. This is an important
aspect G.R has mentioned on several occasions with
great pride and which he mentioned in his tribute
to Tagore as well. ' '




Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

Those were the days of the Non-co-operation
Movement launched under Gandhi’s leadership; and
young Ramachandran was the leader of a group of
students who vigorously campaigned for the
movement. They were nicknamed as ‘the Gandhi
fanatics’. They violently disagreed with the views
expressed by Tagore in the columns of Modem
Review criticizing Gandhi and his programmes.
There were other groups which believed that Tagore
was right and between the pro-and anti-Gandhi
groups there were acrimonious discussions and one
day a debate was held among the students on the
topic at which, besides students, some senior faculty
members were also present. Ramachandran was the
mover of the resolution,” In this controversy in regard
to the immediate tasks to be accomplished in India,
Mahatma Gandhi’s programme is the only right
programme.” While arguing G.R pointed out that it
was all right for the poet to sit in Shantiniketan,
singing his beautiful songs and writing his
magnificent poetry and weaving the texture of a
world philosophy and doing some symbolic rural
reconstruction. These were excellent and necessary
in themselves, but the initiative undertaken by
Mahatma Gandhi is far more significant and
important. Describing it a Herculean task the speaker
felt that all have to join together in this great task.
There were forceful counter-arguments and after a
stormy debate the resolution was carried and it was
a great day in the life of young Ramachandran, for
he was able to show with convincing success his
oratorical skill besides giving public expression to

Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

what has been troubling him for sometime. He was
happy that he could prove that his hero was right.

Next day afternoon, Ramachandran received
a message from Tagore that the poet would like to
see him. He thought that Tagore had taken the matter
seriously and he was nervous. The poet received him
with his characteristic smile and made him
comfortable. The poet told him that he was delighted
to hear that his students had argued fearlessly and
finally adopted a resolution condemning him. He
then asked G.R whether it would be possible for the
Students’ Union to let him explain his position.
Consequently there was a meeting next day at
which the poet explained:

“When I established the Viswabharat, I have one
great dream in my heart. I myself, as a boy had no
happy life at school. Teachers would jump at me
and compel me to think along their line. So, I ran
away from school and when I grew up I said I
must establish somewhere an institution where
boys and girls grow up in freedom and joy. The
foundation of Shantiniketan and Viswabharati
is therefore the freedom of our young minds. Every
boy and girl here must be free to think, grow and
develop his or her own lines”. '

He further mentioned the debate held the
previous day on the controversy and wanted to
explain his views directly to them. Referring to the
Gandhi-Tagore controversy he said he had great
reverence, admiration and love for Gandhi. This does
not mean that he was in full agreement with all what

7




Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

Gandhi was doing or thinking. “I want the whole
of India to follow Gandhiji, but they must follow
him, thinkingly, understandingly and not blindly”.

. And the surprising thing is that after about three
decades when G.R started his own educational
experiment in Gandhigram along with his wife Dr.
Soundram, he offered almost the same freedom to
his students and colleagues and one of the recurrent
themes of his post-prayer speeches and other
discussions he had with his students and staff was
gentle exhortations to exercise the same freedom he
had enjoyed in Shantiniketan. There were quite a
few instances of several students who in the
conventional sense of the term ‘disobeyed’ the staff
or showed ‘discourtesy’ or lack of interest in the
academic or extension programmes of the Institute
getting a reprieve when the matter was referred to
the ‘court’ of G.R. By displeasing several of his
colleagues G.R waived many important decisions
concerning disciplinary matters in order to help the
erring students. He remained always a friend of the
youth. '

During the four decades of his stewardship of
Gandhigram complex of institutions and the
Gandhigram Rural Institute there was hardly any
instance of any student or staff being rusticated or
punished for any misdemeanor or misconduct. This
invited the caystic comment that it would pay more
to be disloyal and indisciplined when G.R is around
than to be disciplined and loyal. The Gandhigram
Rural Institute also won at one time the derisive

8

Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

epithet ‘Reformatory” for the tradition of accepting
any student from anywhere in India without looking
into his conduct and character certificate. What one
was required to have was the minimum marks to
become eligible, and aptitude to study and
participate in the programmes of the Institute. This
attitude paid rich dividends, though it created heart-
burning in many members of the staff who were
sticklers to rules. There were a few instances of some
of his colleagues violently disagreeing with him; one
or two even leaving the Institute alleging
interference. When it came to the students, his
attitude was that of a patriarch who had no ill-will
and who would look at even some serious faults with
amused delight and would advise his colleagues to
show magnanimity in dealing with young men and
women. This attitude of G.R not only endeared him
to almost the entire student community but in the
long run, the senior and other members of the staff
were also influenced by him.

This led to the emergence of a new atmosphere
in Gandhigram; namely, it became India’s first
indiscipline-free and punitive-free education
complex—a factor which amused the great
education expert and UGC Chairman Dr. D.S5.
Kothari. Sri. Kainikkara Kumara Pillai who was the
first Principal and Deputy Director of the
Gandhigram Rural Institute and great Gandhian
scholar a few months before his demise, in one of
his reminiscing moods, remembered his days in
Gandhigram with warmth though he had initial

9




Dear ‘Mania’ G. Ramachandran

difficulties in comprehending and adopting
subsequently the informal atmosphere G.R was
trying to promote in Gandhigram. Sri. Kumara Pillai
who was a great disciplinarian and stickler to rules
was at a loss when he joined the Institute. It took
sometime for him to “adjust” and in the long run it
gave him a new insight. Prof. M.P. Manmathan who
visited Gandhigram to study the evolving pattern of
student involvement in extension activities was
greatly surprised to find a new approach with
convincing success at work in Gandhigram and he
said more than once that the Gandhigram
experiment was worth emulating.

Gandhigram, started to put into practice the
Gandhian Constructive Programme with such
modifications as have become imperative in the post-
Gandhian period in India, has now completed 57
years of service and has emerged as the biggest centre
of Gandhian constructive work and educational
experimentation in India. '

Attracted by the friendliness of the local people
and the beauty of the Sirumalai Hills in the east and
the Kodai Hills in the west, standing on two sides
like sleepless sentinels of nature, it was Dr.(Mrs.)
Soundram Ramachandran who discovered the site.

She had wandered all over the South seeking a
place to put into practice what Ramachandran and
she learned from Mahatma Gandhi. When the early
workers came here it was just a stretch of empty,
open land with not a tree or brick on it. Today it is a
lovely and smiling campus of nearly 400 acres.

10

Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

When it was started there were orly two small
buildings and it was a tiny community of a handful
of teachers and fewer than a hundred students in a
small basic school and a basic teachers’ training
school. A little village hospital was also built.

It has now grown into a complex of several
teaching, training, production, co-operative,
extension and research institutions with nearly 2500
students and 500 teachers and workers involved in
daring and integrated programmes of rural
development covering about 100 villages.

The campus life in Gandhigram is organised in
such a way as to help the students to mature and
assume responsibilities. This is done by providing

~ them with a meaningful kind of life. Accordingly,

they have evolved a corporate system of
responsibility. The common congregational prayer
for all people in Gandhigram fosters inter-religious
amity and concord.

Now there are over 30 institutions in
Gandhigram. Among them are a Children’s Home,
a Pre-Basic (Nursery) School, the Thambithotam
Basic School, the Kasturba Sevikashram, the Rural

- Institute of Higher Education, the Lakshmi Teachers’

Training College, the Gandhi Centenary School of
Educational Crafts, the Kumarappa Court of Village
Studies, the Kasturba Hospital, the Institute of Rural
Health and Family Planning, the Family and Child
Welfare Training Centre, the Khadi Bhavan, the
Shanti Sena, the Kala Bhavan and the Fellowship
of Friends of Truth. ' '
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Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

Of the above, the Children’s Home captures the
attention of everyone who comes to Gandhigram.
This Home is called “Sowbhagyam”, which means
happiness and prosperity.

Though most of the children are orphans or
foundlings, no child bears either of these labels. They
remain in the Children’s home for many years till
they grow up and are admitted in the hostels of the
Senior Basic and Post-Basic Schools or go for other
studies. Besides regular schooling, they are given
special training in music, dancing, tailoring,
gardening, care of domestic animals and kitchen
craft, according to their taste and aptitude.

The Kasturba Sevikashram, the institute of
women’s adult education, derives its main strength
from the sustained interest Dr.(Mrs.) Soundram
Ramachandran. took. Those admitted to this
institution are widows, deserted wives and grown-
up women in unfortunate situations.

These women remain there until they are
coached for the ES.L.C or S5.L.C examination and
are then diverted to training as teachers, midwives,
nurses and craft teachers.

The Rural Institution of Higher Education before
it acquired the University status, comprised (a) the
College of Rural Services which offered three
diploma courses; (b) the College of Post-Graduate
Studies which offered Post-Graduate diplomas in
Rural Sociology and Community Development; and
(c) the College of Agricultural Science, which offered
a two-year certificate course in Agricultural Science.
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Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

They have now been restructured into Faculties and
offer degrees. M. Phil. and Ph. Ds in most of the
disciplines, except engineering and medicine.

Extension and research activities make the Rural
Institute different from the traditional colleges. The
location of the Rural Institute in Gandhigram has
made its impact on its development. The rural
communities around Gandhigram have always been
its laboratory for learning and experimentation and
this has had a beneficial impact both on the students
and the farmers.

Students become extension workers after class
hours. Consequently, there is a meaningful
relationship between theory and practice, which has
helped the learning process. Many students have
found this means of communication with rural
people a stimulating experience.

Apart from classroom learning, students go to
the village to study rural problems, undertake
individual investigations related to some specialised
subject.

While students in the agricultural section spend
at least three weeks with Grama Sevaks each year,
the students of the Sanitation Faculty have
concurrent field work for two days every week and
supervised field training for three months after the
examination in April.

The students of the undergraduate classes spend
ten days every term in villages for undertaking
surveys and participating in practical rural projects.

13




Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

The students of the Post-Graduate Courses are
placed for nearly seven weeks, during their two-year
stay in Community Development Blocks, local
administration areas at different levels and in field
placements in small, medium and large industrial
centres.

The service programme of the Rural Institute
covers 25 villages and consists mainly of providing
housing facilities for the weaker sections, organising
and running pre-school education programmes,
developing agriculture, conducting adult education
classes, and initiating subsidiary occupations.

These are in addition to health surveys,
environmental sanitation work in collaboration with
the Panchayat Unions, protected water supply
projects, immunization programmes for children,
and inoculation and vaccination for the adult rural
population.

- Thirteen villages in Dindigul and
Reddiarchatram Panchayat Union areas have been
selected for intensive multifaceted area development.
This complex of villages forms a unit for the
developmental activities of the Extension
Department and they are carried on with some
financial support from a German voluntary
organisation.

The Rural Institute had introduced the Gurukula
system under which a teacher took personal care of
a group of students and also gave them tuition under
the modern tutorial system.
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Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

The Gandhi Centenary School of Educational
Crafts was an important institution which was
started during the Gandhi Centenary Year. This
centre provided craft activities and practical and
teaching work experience to different students and
teachers of various Departments and it also offered
the facilities of agro-implements to the surrounding
farmer community.

The Institute of Family Planning and the
Kasturba Hospital have been doing meritorious

‘services and have succeeded in reducing the birth

rate in the Aathoor Panchayat Union Area. The
hospital is an approved surgery centre for
sterilization operations.

The Gandhigram Shanti Sena was at the centre
of the community life. It stands for collective
discipline and is distinct from individual principle.
Gandhigram used to be a campus without a
compound wall, members of the Shanti Sena did
sentry duty throughout the night and day in small
groups.

The students of the Rural Institute get training
in Shanti Sena and participate in this with the
students and trainees of all the other institutions in
Gandhigram. The Gandhigram Shanti Sena earned
a good name for its work in cyclone relief in 1956
and later in the conflict resolving initiatives during
communal disturbances in the Ramanathapuram
District.

The Gandhigram Kala Bhavan meets the need
for an institution to develop the artistic talents of
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Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

the inmates of Gandhigram. It has four sections—
music, dancing, painting and drama. Boys and girls
from all institutions of Gandhigram, who have the
necessary taste and aptitude, are selected and given
free training in these.

Several leaders who visited Gandhigram have
praised the work Gandhigram has been doing.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, while delivering the fifth
convocation address of the Gandhigram Rural
Institute said:

“A visit to Gandhigram is something more to
me than a pleasant visit; it helps me to educate myself
and to learn much from here and imbibe much,
which can only be imbibed by a personal visit. So I
am happy I have come here and seen the
developments that have taken place during the past
few years. It is obvious that Gandhigram has grown
not only in extent but in the depth of its work and
the influence it is having not only on the surrounding
neighborhood but in a wider sphere. More
particularly, I am glad that the vision that has
inspired Gandhigram has been to follow Gandhiji's
ideals in education, adapting them to present
problems.” :

Among the other visitors were Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Dr. Zakir Hussain, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,
Sri. V.V. Giri, Smt. Indira Gandhi, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Dr. Douglas Ensminge Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, Sri. Morarji Desai, Sri. K. Kamaraj, Sri. C.
Rajagopalachari and Prof. Nurul Hassan.
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Dear ‘Mama’ G. Ramachandran

Prof. Nurul Hassan while complementing
Gandhigram on the services it has been rendering,
said: “I would like to become a student once again
and learn through the significant educational work
of this Institution. A time has come when we can
think in terms of creating more Gandhigrams in
different parts of the country.”

It provides a deep sense of fulfillment to reflect
on how Gandhigram has grown and expanded
during the 56 years of its existence since its small
beginning. Gandhigram is today the eloquent
example of how the revolutionary ideas of Gandhi
could be put into social and educational action for a
new India, the India of Gandhi's dream. G.R and
Soundram proved to be a formidable team. Gandhi
remained a steadfast-bridge. What G.R wrote about
his wife’s contribution to rural development in
general and to the growth of Gandhigram is worth
remembering.

Dr. Soundram and I came from different cultural
and social backgrounds. While Dr. Soundram
was away in Delhi as a student of Lady Harding
Medical College, I was organizing Khadi work
far in the South in Nagercoil in Tamilnadu.
Friends wondered how after T had taken my M.A
Degree in Viswa Bharati, Shantiniketan, I could
bind myself to Khadi work. Friends forget thatin
between I had received the training under
Gandhiji himself in the Sabarmati Ashram in
different items of the Constructive Programme.
Growing up in such different areas how did
Soundram and I come together? This is somewhat
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